
                  
 

 
 
 pr

es
s 

re
le

as
e 

 
Knowsley street lighting project 

scoops national award 
 

26.06.2014 
 

Knowsley’s multi-million pound street lighting and traffic sign improvement 
programme has been awarded a Chartered Institution of Highways and 
Transportation (CIHT) and Department for Transport Award.  
 

 
 
The award, recognising exemplar schemes which have reduced sign clutter on roads 
in England, was given to Knowsley Council and SSE Contracting for their PFI street 
lighting and traffic sign replacement programme. 
 
Excessive road signs have been found to have a detrimental impact on the 
environment and dilute important messages which have led to the Department of 
Transport relaxing the guidelines for Local Authorities. 
 
The Knowsley project has taken the new principles into consideration as part of its 
replacement and maintenance programme, systematically reviewing every street and 
removing lights or signs which are no longer needed.  As a result the programme has 
removed over 1,344 signs from around half of the Authority’s wards and  
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de-illuminated over 230 traffic signs/bollards while ensuring essential warnings and 
directions for road users are retained 
 

Lisa Harris, Knowsley Council’s Director of Regeneration and 
Housing, said:  
 
“The street lighting and traffic sign replacement project is a major 
investment for Knowsley and receiving this national award 
recognises a focused partnership approach, benefiting residents 
and tax payers alike.  
 
“Through re-designing streets from scratch, we have reduced by 
almost a third the number of traffic signs to date, whilst ensuring 
essential warnings and directions for road users are retained.   
 
“Our approach assists road users to absorb relevant information, 

improves the environment through fewer street signs, and makes best use of limited 
public resources through reducing ongoing energy and maintenance costs.”   
 
John Bate, PFI project manager at SSE Contracting added: “Traffic management 
schemes which are managed and maintained well do not require excessive street 
signs and these awards help us shine a light on the benefits our project has brought 
to Knowsley. These include more clarity for street users, reduced lighting and 
maintenance costs as well as a positive impact on the urban and rural road 
environment.” 
 
The CIHT Awards are run in conjunction with the Department for Transport, and are 
a celebration of the highways and transportation industry. They are an opportunity to 
reward the achievements of those working in the sector and to promote their 
professionalism as best practice to a wider industry audience. This year the CIHT 
Awards took place on 11 June at the Royal Courts of Justice, London. 
 
ENDS 
 
Photo caption: Representatives from SSE Contracting and Knowsley Council 
with BBC’s Steph McGovern who was presenting the awards on the night. 
 
Contact: Knowsley Council Communications on 0151 443 3536 
 
Notes to editors: 
 
For more information on the project and award visit:  
http://www.ciht.org.uk/en/events/ciht-awards/ciht-awards-2014/index.cfm 
 
To date works have been undertaken in 11 of the council’s 21 wards.  Resident 
consultation events are held ahead of any works taking place so local people can find 
out more about the plans and put any questions to representatives from both 
Knowsley Council and SSE. 
 
SSE Contracting is part of energy company SSE plc and is one of the largest 
mechanical and electrical contracting businesses in the UK with over 4,000 
employees. We are also the UK’s and Ireland’s largest street lighting contractor 
managing over one million lamps through 24 local authorities in England, Wales and 

 Scotland, and 28 authorities in the Republic of Ireland.


